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ABSTRACT 

This publication is intended for teachers bringing a 
class to visit the National Archives in Washington, D.C., for a 
workshop on primary documents. The National Archives serves as the 
repository for all federal records of enduring value. Primary sources 
are vital teaching tools because they actively engage the student *s 
imagination so that he or she may visualize past events and make 
sense of their reality and meaning. This publication concerns a 
workshop on the westward expansion of the United States. Two subjects 
that are featured in the workshop are the Northwest Ordinance and 
Geronimo, the Apache Indian chief. Photographs of both the Northwest 
Ordinance and Geronimo (by A. Frank Randall) are included, as are two 
student exercises. (DB) 
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FOR THE TEACHER 

Thank you for arranging a National Archives 
workshop for your class. For loo many students, 
history is just an endless string of dates and events 
chronicled in a textbook. Primary sources actively 
engage the student's imagination so that he or she may 
visualize past events and sense their reality and 
meaning. Before your workshop, it would be advan- 
tageous to introduce your students to primary 
sources with the poster-size documents and the 
attendant exercises we have provided. The exercises 
may be photocopied and should be adapted to fit your 
objectives and teaching style. We hope ihai these 
preliminary materials and our workshop will enhance 
your cla.ss*s understanding and appreciation of the ' 
iiislory of the American West. 

The Northwest Qrdinaiice 

The size of the new federal republic aroused intense 
debate at the Constitutional Convention in 1787. 
According to Enlightenment thinkers, republics 
stood the best chance of survival if territorial limits 
remained small. If this was true, a problem existed for 
the delegates debating the formation of a republican 
government — the new nation stretched fioni the 13 
coastal states to the Mississippi River The Virginia 
lawyer James Madison, however, was able to articulate 
a justification for an expajisive republic. According to 
Madison, the ^kmi. m ihreai loa repul)lic ai . ► 'vhen 
a majority fa( tion i)ranni/.e(l others. As .M.ulison 
argued in/*lVderaIist No. 10," once you "exlend the 
sphere" of government, "you take in a greater variety 
of parties and interests; you make it less probable that 
a majority . . . will have a common iTiot ivc to invade the 
right of other citizens; or, if such a common motive 
e:(ists, it will be more difF.cult for all who feel it to 
discover their own strength and to act in uniscm with 
each other" Madison, who later as Secretary of State 
presided over the huge Louisiana Purchase in 1803, 
welcomed westward expansion from the outset, asdifl 
a majority of delegates at the Convention. 

It was no coincidence that the Continental Con- 
gresses last official act under the Articlesof Confedera- 
tion during the summer of 1787 dealt with the issue of 
westward expansion. With a bare quorum of eight 
states represented, the dying Congress enacted the 
Northwest Ordinance of 1787, which created guide- 
lines for governing the territories of the Old North- 
west until they were ready for statehood. Its terms 
called for Congress to appoint a governor, secretary, 
and three judges, who would govern until the popula- 
tion of a territory reached 5,000, at which time the 
Q ettlers would elect a legislature. The territorial 
J(]]>Bislalurc would then rule In conjunction with a 
ouncil of five selected by the governor and Congress, 



As soon as the population grew to 60,000, inhabitants 
could write a constitution and apply for statehood on 
terms of equality with the original 13. The same 
[>rocess that led to the statehood of Ohio, Indiana, 
Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin continued to be 
used in the 20th century, when Hawaii and Alaska 
were admitted as states in 1959, 

The Northwest Ordinance was one of the most 
important acts passed by Congress under the Articles 
of Confederation. It guaranteed that new slates would 
be on an equal footing with the old, and it protected 
civil liberties. Ask your students to read the reproduc- 
tion of the ordinance on the front of your poster. In 
particular, direct their attention to "Article the First,*' 
^'Article the Second," 'Article the Third*' and "Article 
the Sixth." They should understand that these provi- 
sions guaranteed freedom of religion, trial by jury, 
and public support for education. Also, they should 
realize that because slavery was prohibited in the 
territory, the ordinance was the first piece of national 
legislation that deterred the expansion of slavery. The 
knowledge and understanding of these provisions 
allows students to contemplate some of the funda- 
mental rights and responsibilities necessary for a truly 
democratic society. 

Geronimo 

Another provision under "Article the Third" of the 
Northwest Ordinance, however, did not endure in j 
view of the plight of American Indians over the course i 
of the next century. 

The utmost good faith sfiall always be observed 
towards the Indians; their latids atid property shall 
yiever be taken from them without their consent; aiid, 
in their property rights, and liberty, they shall never be 
invaded or distu rbed, u n less in just a nd lawful wa rs 
authorized by Congress ... 

The early policies of the U.S. government toward 
American Indians can best be described as equivocal. 
Within 100 years relations between the tribes and the 
government steadily deteriorated into a series of 
brutal "Indian wars" in the latter half of the lOth 
century. 

In the last desperate days of these Indian wars, after 
the death of Crazy Horse -and the surrender of Chief 
Joseph of the Nez Perce, the theater of U.S. military 
operations shifted from the Plains to the American : 
Southwest. There, four bands of Chiricahua Apache I 
roamed freely across southern Arizona and into 
Mexico. The Chiricahua had many notable leaders, 
such as Cochise, Mangas Coloradas, Delgadito, and 
Victorio. By 1881 all four were dead. But lor 5 more 
years, a charismatic warrior of the Deindai hand of the 
Chiricahua, known as Gert)nimo or Goyahkia (mean- 
ing "one who - i\Mis')in Apathcfouj.' ; relent less 
advance ol m » tiers and carved a phm . himself in 
the history ol the American Souihwesi. 



Arouiui 1823 Goyahkia was born in the upper Gila 
River founiry of western New Mexico, in whai was 
Mexican territory at tlic time. His hatred for the 
'Mexi( ans was as deeply rooted as it was iiiulersiand- 
able. In 1850 near Janos, Mexico, Goyahklas mother, 
w ife* and three children were slaughtered by Mexican 
soldiers. As leader of the avenging Apache at Arizpe in 
Sonora, Mexico, he performed such daring feats that 
the Mexicans singled him out with the sobriquet 
(ieronimo, perhaps for St. Jerome, li was said that 
during the battle he repeatedly charged through 
waves of bullets to kill soldicMS wit h his knife. When the 
Mexican soldiers saw the furious Apache approach- 
ing, they cried out in desperation, **Geronimo!" 

Geronimo's war career was lied to that of his 
brother-in-law, Juh, aChiricahua chief. Although he 
was not a hereditary leader, Gcronimo appeared so to 
outsiders because he often acted as spokesman for the 
chief, who had a speech impediment. In 1872 :he US. 
government established an initial reservation for the 
Chiricahua Apaches that included a major portion of 
their homeland. Geronimo was unhappy with the 
pro.spect of reservation life, but his dismay turned to 
anger when the Chiricahua were evicted from their 
homeland reserVe and forcibly resettled with their 
occasional enemy, the V.'estern Apache, on the arid 
San Carlos reservation in eastern Arizona. Geronimo 
bitterly resented the move and fled in the night with 
some 700 men, women, and children who refused to 
give up their freedom. By 1875 the US. government 
had branded Geronimo the chief opponent of the 
policy to consolidate all Apache and called for his 
arrest. He was soon captured and returned to the new 
reservation. For the remainder of the 1870s, he and 
Juh alternated between the quiet life on the reserva- 
tion and raiding attacks, but with the slaying of an 
Apache prophet in 1881, they returned to full-time 
hit-and-run raids from a secret stronghold in the 
Sierra Madre. 

In May 1882, Apache scouts working for the U.S. 
Army located Geronimo in his mountain sanctuary, 
and he agreed to return with his people to the 
reservation. After a year of farming, the sudden arrest 
and imprisonment of the Apache warrior Kaahteney 
prompted Geronimo to flee on May 17, 1885, with 35 
warriors and 109 women and children. In January 
1886, Apache scouts discovered J uh's mountain hide- 
out. This event induced Geronimo 's surrender to Gen. 
George Crook. Geronimo later fled again, and his 
final surrender to Gen, Nelson Mil ~s on September 4, 
1886, marked the end of a chapter in Apache and 
western American history. It also meant that because 
of their determined resistance the Chiricahua would 
be punished as no other American Indian tribe had 
been. All 450 Apache men, women, and children 
served nearly 30 years as prisoners of war, first in 
Florida and Alabama, then at Fort Sill in Oklahoma. 
In 1913 space was created for the Chiricahua at the 
Mescalero reservation in south-central New Mexico. 
In both Fort Sill and Mescalero, the descendants of 
Geronimo and the Chiricahua live today. 

On the back of your poster is a reproduction of the 
earliest known photograph of Geronimo. Taken by A. 
Frank Randall at San Carlos in the spring of 1884, 
Geronimo was al)out age 60. Your students will notice 
that (leroniino holds a rille and not the stereotypical 
"bow and arrow." Tliey should realize that although 
Arsny troops had a temporary technological advan- 
tage over An)erican Indian tribes^ this edge was not 
alwa)s certain. American Indian warriors sometimes 
carried repeating rilles during the latter half of the 
lllih ceiiiury and often outguimed oppo^ug Army 
O j. who were outfitted with inexpensive single- 
^I^CiiUs and caibines. In the end, students sliould 
BEMP. stand that military IvMce alone did iiot desii oy 
Aiuerican Indian resist ance. Onlv in con junc t ion with 



diseases, the decimation of thebuifalo, and increased 
nijmbers (»f settlers moving wesi were the tribes 
inigieattv overwhelmed. 



What is the National Archives? 

E.siablished in 1934, the National Archives helps 
preserve otir nations history by serving as the 
repo.sitory forall federal records of endiu ing value. It 
thus serves the federal government, researchers of 
many topics, and the American public. Because 
federal records rellect and document more than 200 
years of American development, the records in the 
National Archives holdings arc great in number, 
diverse in character, and rich in informaticm. 

Before your students participate in a lour or a 
workshop, they should be familiar with the mission of 
the National Archives. We recommend that you 
present your students with the following vocabulary 
words and questions: 

• Please defijjf Archives y Archivist^ Document, Rec- 
ord, Preservation, 

• Why do you and your family save doaimenlst Why 
are they important? 

• The U,S, gox}emmeiit keeps its records in the 
National Archives. 

Why does the government save its records? 

• Whai kinds of records might the U,S, government 
want to save? 

• What famous documents are at the National Ar- 
chives? 

You will be called by the National Archives docent 
assigned to your class about a week before the date of 
your tour or workshop. If the workshop will be held in 
your classroom, then please be prepared to relay 
information concerning directions, parking, and 
school check-in procedures. 

Whether it is our Behind-the-Scenes Tour or one of 
our Primary Document Workshops, we are confident 
Uiat the experience will provide an exciting new look 
at history. In order to assess our performance, we 
would appreciate your cooperation in completing the 
enclosed evaluation form and returning it in the self- 
addressed, stamped envelope provided. 

If you have any additional questions regardingyour 
tour or workshop, please contact the Volunteer and 
Tour Office Staff at 202-501-5205. 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Exercise I: 

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 

Read the document carefully in order to determine its historical significance. 

1 . What type of document is this? What is its purpose? 

2. According to the ordinance, who would appoint a governor, secretary, and three judges for 
the said territory? 

3. When could a territory apply for statehood? Would they be on equal political terms with the 
original 13 states? If so, why is this important? 



4. What is the meaning of * Article the First"? 

5. Define habeas corpus. What is the meaning of 'Article the Second"? 



6. Why would **the means of education . , . forever be encouraged"? 



7. Would slavery exist in the territories? Yes? No? Yes and No? W^hy? 



8. How were American Indians to be treated? 
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Exercise II: 
Geronimo 

Study the photograph carefully after you have become acquainted with the life story of this 
Apache warrior. 

1 . About what age does Geronimo look in this photogi'aph? 

2. Had he already become a legend by the time the photograph was taken? 

3. Why was he called Geronimo, when his Apache name was "Goyahkla"? Translate "Goyahkla" 
into English - 



4. Where do you think this photograph was taken? __ 

5. If you knew nothing about Geronimo, what would be your first impression of him based just 
on the photograph? 



6. Why do you think this photograph was taken? . — 

7. Why would Geronimo have a gun and not a bow and arrow or a tomahawk? 
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An Ordinance for the Government of the Territo- 
ry of the United States, North-Weft of the River 
Ohio. 




;-y ^- ^«v,f.-.l or be.,u:i:h..d by will, in writing, (Jgned ind fcalcd by him or her, in whom h" ci «c miv b^^ 
11.'?: 'r..l'd"'' ^d/lS'''";K'"f-'' rr'^ r..l.!l««n,.yb'cco=,cyedby fe,fc wd r.lX or L.g'. „ * 5 
il., IIi.ied. f-f';''> "'"l.s-'ivncd by ihsp.rfo.T being ol lull .gt, in whom thj cilitc raiybt. >nd tittfted by two wif- 

:nOi»Jl be appointed for that purpolt j 
trench and Canadian inhabitants, ana 
10 have hetctofore profcfRd tht rnftlvet 

cu.«n, oi V ;Tg:nu» tfu-ir .a.vsand cullomi now in lorcc aa.o..x thca, rdaiive Co the dercent and coc«yaiict o4 ptol 
B i: orJiirrd bjr the auihoriry aforcf.id. That there ftall be appoint;d ftomtime to time, by Corgrefi, a povemor. 
^ i ri''- Vt*" ""r "t' VJ ^T' ^ V «t 'hrec ycatrV unkfv foor.er revoked by CongrcJ? hi ftf H ufidt 
•n »''dh^\^»fV^ho!J/.rtirMte^^^^ in one th jufandacrct of Urd. while in thce«t?.f«of hi. cffice, 

fb^ :^^u^^^£^:!^ i^i'"^^ wKofecon.n.iniona»alI continue in force fo. 





r* .1 — 7 n.vwM*.,, ...u ucii lunca lo inc circumnanc« oi tne diUriti, and report thvm to 

ConRr/ft, irom cjm,; to t.me. which Jaws fliallbcm Jorc- in ih^ dlrtricl until ih: organization of ihe «encral aircn-blv 
Ihi«k fit" ^'^^ ^ * *l>"wa.« the Ksifl.tur,ftall h.veLthority to Jt-r iRel "Vth^^^^^^ 



the 




«liiring th ♦ tonti.iuancc of this tempoury government, be appointed by the covcraor. 

horthtprcvcntion ofcrimcsand ii|iun«, the latv-i to beadopted or made fliatl hive forccin all patti of thediflriJl and 
fot the e>tccution of proccfs, criminal and civi , the jovcrnrr fh^H make proper divifion* theteof.l-,nd he Oial Dfoc«d 
itom titne ^ tim:. at citcumflancct may requite to Uyout the parts of the diflri^in which th.-Iadian titles fedl hiv- 
b.'en eKtinguifted, icto countiei ud towiiOiiff, f ubjt<f. howevur. to fucb alteiaiioiu as way ih^tciifici bt inadl by ihS 




. /• It L • . .^^ . . ... •wiwcniynvc, miicr wnicn inc numoer and ororoii onof i--. 

rtefu.nrativ.-» (hillb.rjjiuhtid by be eligible or aualifioj iWaasi rcVr^ 

'^'7r'I**^'iVL^'*'i'.V.'''?*'i.'.^'^''=^" ofoneofthe United Sta*iet three ycar.and be a refidcnt in the d"hirt^ 
un).-fs he fill have refid.d in the t'lftrict three yeari.and in either cafe {hall likcwife hold in bis own richt. i , feM"-! 
pic, two hundred acres ot land withtn th^ f*mr :— Provided alfo, that i freehold iit fifty acres of land in tha dUhi-; 
h*.,..it bcv;, a u of o.e of rh« rt,te,, and bein^ reHdent in the diflritt ; or the like frcthold and two yean Vcfi- 
dence»nthcdiftrm(ballbcncccirarytoqualifyaiwnafan eleAor ofa rephif^ntative, ^ 
nrT>3'?rir««^*! '''H' ^i'V.''r """.^^ years; and in cafe of rhe death of a rcptefentativ*, 

'rJ^^^.r^"^*"^^"'"^!^^ M'''*rl""/'; ftailcorfinof the governor, legiflativecounciU andahouf^of recrefen a.-v/t 
The lejfillative «uncil rti.ll confift of five members . tc continue in office five yei/f. unlefs fooncr rcmove7by " rl rVf 
any three of whom to be a quorum, and the mtmbt;ri of the council Oiall be nominated and appointed in th[ iolkwini 

fn'.lk'^ ^^"^ " reprefentat.vet ftalibeelerted^ the governor (hill appoint a ,r«e and place fcVh^^^^ 

m-.^t togethsr. and, whsn rntt. ehcy ftall nominate ten perfont. rcliJentt in the dirtria.ilad each pofTefTcd of a fr- ho Id 




at leart bsfori the enpitAiion pf the time ol fcrvice of the membcn of council, the faid houfc fhall nominate ton rtif.r . 



qualified as albrcfaid, and return their nam.«s to Confrifs. rive of whom Cong refs ihall appoint and comrrinim, 
•I o*mb;r$ of ibc couacilfivs y«an, uoltft fwn;i tit^nti, AaJ the |ov«Qor, Icgifljtive council, and houf( 



to IVivc 
houfe of rc* 
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prcfssiwivii, ililifcite wthfnty to»iV:hwi In ilJ cifei for tlie|w>d [Povtfnmeta of the rfiftuA, iiet fepu^BiBt c* 
th' winciplei and •rncle^'ln ihii ordimcce eftibliOwd wd 4eclircd, AhdtW bilU hiviof pifW by a ■■jonty In tk« 
hours, and by a miiomy in ihecouocU. (Kill be tefcrrcd to iht governor foi hli •(Tenjj but do bill of UfillinvctA 
whatever, ftill be of any iotcs witkoui hii affeni, The |ovetoer fliul have power to coflveoe, prorogue ifid diffolva 
iheeeneral afTirobly, whecio hhopioUohftalllwcipedicot. ^ ^ . • . i -a 

Th* govaoor, judf legirative council lecrerary* *»fl fuch oiher oficen as ConyrcU flitll appoint m the ciHrrfl, 
flitll tike an oith or affirmation of fidelity, and of office, the foveroor before the prcftdent of Coniieft, and all othef 
o$ctii before the covtinor- A» foon ai | [e|iflatur« &iU be formed in the diftria, the council and houfc, aff^mblcd m 
one room, IJnUhavc auihori»y by" ioiot ballot i6 eleA a Jclejaieto Congrefi^ whp fliall hive a feat in Congieft, with i 
fiihi of d^:)4li^^ but not of voting, duriDtthiitcmponryfoyersm^^^ 

Andijrtuending the luDdamentarpFiDciprcvof civil and relifjoin liberty, which form the ban* wheteon ihefcrcpub- 
Iiet, th:i- 'awt indconftitutrooi are ertciod; to fii and eftabliOi thofe principle as the bafis of all Um'>, conHiiuiioiif 
a-.H Kov-'rnaentj, which foftev.'r htrtaftex fc»1ll>c formed In thrjti^ ten'i^cry to provide alfo lor the eniblidwent 
of ftitei, and perminent govcTftraent therein, and for their at'triflion to a fijtre io th: iederil coun''»U on ao equal foot* 
in J with thi origin aUUttJ, at ai early periodi as Bay baeoofiilcnt wiih the geamlinter^^^^ 

U h heiwby ord»ioedand declired by the authority iforefaid, Thit the following artivlc* Iball beconfldereda»arcicln 
of compact bit wetn the original ftatei and ihs psopl: and Aatei in the faid territory, and forever remaic uoalteiablr, 
urilifi by common coafeat, to wit: , » , « . ,« , 

Anlch The FirC. Ko psrfon, dimsanlrig hifflrelf n a peaceable asd orderly Manner, fliill eyer be moIcRed on account 
of hik noie of worlhip or reVigious fentimentj in the faid 'enitory. . . 

AmcU thi StcortJ. ■ Th.» inhabitiMi of ihs faidtemtcr/fhall alsvap beentirledto the beneetr of ihj wiit of Ka- 
b»a\ corp»:>, «nd of ihi trial by Jury; of « proportionate reprefentation of «be people in the kpiOwure, and oi judici- 
i*'proccedinti aixording'to th.* courft of the common l«\v ; all pcrfont flitll be bailable unlef* for capital uJTcncrv, where 
th- proof (hxi\ hi evidehi, or the piefjDptioa rmt ; all finejAill bi modftatc, asid no cruel oi vnufual poiiiftmentx 
AiU ir.flicted ; no wan ftall biOeprivec ol hi> litxrry or property but by <hf iudfmeiit of hi(p<er», or the U\v ofihci 
Ji-.i; indih-wld ih» public exigjnciei Hike it nxcfftrv for thecommo.i prefervation to take ar.y perfon % propviiy, ok 
tc d.m^r.d hit pirticulii frrviccs.fuU con»p;nfatijafl)ill b: mad; for the fame; — and in the jutl prefeivatKiii of lijhu 
tndPio'^'ny it lt«nierilood ar.d d*clared, that noUw ou;httvet tp be madr, or have force in the faid inriiory, that 
fhillin any rcanna whitsVJr ioltrf<re with, or affja private contuta or engagemer.tj, bf4:a nde and without fraud 

^'^«/f/<\5VTAtn^^ Religion, molality anj knowltdite. being necefTary to good go\'ernmtot and the h^pp'';*/"* of 
mankind, fthooU and themrani of education Ml forever be encouriRcd. *J heutmoft gpod faith Iba.l alway> be cArcrved 
towardtth-? Ir.riianw theirlar.dt and property ihiilDeverbetakcnfrpin iHem without ihcircoijfeot { ar.^ 
ty, riglit* and libeny, they never <hall be invaded ordiflurbed, unleft in juR anif lau fulwars auihoiilcd b. ^ufith i 




abl- thsreto. Th- inhabitant* ar.d fcriier; in the faid territory, Ihall bs fubjett to pay a pajt of the fcdcrai dcbu cor.- 
trart-flor i»bt co tui-.M, and a ptoccriior.al part of tKe e^tpsr.cet of government, to br ttpportioscd on ib.m by Con- 
cr*ff a^-O'dinff to the faT • common rulf a-;dm.*irur; by which apporiionmentitkercof fliallbeir.aie cn ih? oinrrfiatrs 
► > . . . ..J Uw. .V. ..•*v.-..i*..,.,4 dir^niop of the l^'iiitlitutrt of 




St .La A" r 'net, and the carrying placti bet ween thj fame ftiall be common hiphA'ays, aiidi«rev:r fr.-i. as \ 
l>iiaTittof rhf faidrerritory, at to the citiztni of theUrii.-d Siaiti, and t ho re of any ctti:i lUtei that i 



jifippi and S 

toths inhat>.....» w - - . % j . r 

b-aJmittd: to the confederacy, without any iaa,impoi\ or duty therdor. ^ ^ ^ . . 

ArticU ih: Vlfth* Thire ftiill be forri^ed in the fkid territory, nojt Uu thin three nor more than fiv-; Ilife«; and tlij 




rrovid:d however, ir.a ii i>iMi.f»-i -".^i—v-* ^ Z I , > , 

fo fir to b» altfr-d. that if Congrcf»ft»llhfrtfaft*r fiid it eapedlefii, ihiyOiall have auihoiiiv to foirp one or two 
ii. that Dart of th- faia leriirory which*lit» north of \9 caft artd wtu li..e drawn through lb; fouihctly b^-nd oi vxiun .: 
and whenever any of the faid fla'ei Oial! hive fiiiy thoufind free iiihabiiarit ihei,r« '-"^ • ■ • • 




tf 



Dunilhment of crimn whereof the party Diall have been duly cor.vi.ncd : Provided al^v»vt, that anv rcifon cfctpr.. 
to the fame, from whom labor or fervice ii lawfully claimed in any one cf the oiipinal rtitei, fuch ttgiiive m.y U kv 
fjllv recla-med and conveyed to the pfrfon claiming hit or ha labor or feivice ai aforcfaid. ^ , . . . 

Be it ordained by the authority aforcfaid, That the refoluiiooi of the ajd of April, x-^l^ lelative to the lubjrcj 
this "ordinance, be, and the fame are hereby repealed and declared r.ul! and void. , , . . , / . j 

• • OON'E by the UNITED STATES in CON'GKtSS LfTenbled* the i jlh day #f July, lo l(ie yar ff f.r It jd 
tf^ip vid of chip forereignty aad independence th; i :th. 
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